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XII. — Notes on a Collection of Plants sent, with his Papers, by 
Lieutenant Wellsted, E.I.C- Marine. Communicated by John 
Lindley, Esq., F.R.S., &c. &c. 

The plants collected by Lieutenant Wellsted are all from the 
Tehama, an unexplored tract between the peninsula of Sinai and 
Yemen ; bounded on the north by Ras Mohammed, and on the 
south by Djeddah. The collection does much credit to the in- 
dustry and scientific devotion of this officer ; but, as might be 
expected from the nature of the country explored, possesses little 
of novelty or importance. It is chiefly interesting as connecting 
the vegetation of Sinai and Egypt with that of Arabia Felix. 

The whole tract to which the collection refers, appears to be 
extremely sterile ; with the exception of the almond, of which 
some specimens have been preserved, there is no species of any 
interest to man ; nor is there any other tree whatever except the 
Thuja orientulis, of which some fragments have been sent home. 

In many respects, the plants are the same as those of the penin- 
sula of Sinai, — Fagonia cretica, and another species, Zygophyllum 
simplex, Statice acicularis, Astragalus hamosus, Iphiona scabra, 
the plant called Bovea by Decaisne, and several species of 
Egyptian Labiatcc, forming some of its moat remarkable features. 
It also comprehends one of our common dead nettles (Lamium 
amplexicaule). 

On the other hand, the Lithospermum vestitum of India, Aspho- 
delus flstulosus — from which the Asphodelus clavatus of the 
Doab is not differei ind which therefore extends from Malaga 
to India — Acanthodium spicatum, and Cotula cinerea, sufficiently 
indicate the approach of the Flora to a form more tropical than 
that of Egypt or Palestine. 

Besides these things, I find specimens of the Inula odora and 
Convolvulus spinosus of Yemen, both of which are unknown to 
the northward ; and there is a species of bramble, probably the 
Rubus fruticosus of Forskahl, which, although very incomplete, is 
to all appearance undescribed. 

The collection contains various other species, but as they do not 
bear upon any points of general interest, I forbear to enumerate 
them. 



